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THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 



n 



Msait. Hoc erant ntiqne et coeteri apostoU, qnod fnit 
Fetrns, pari consortio praediti et honoris et potestatis ; eed 
taEOrdium ab unitate proficiscitar [et primatos Fetro dator 
at nna Christi ecclesia et cathedra una monstrator. £t 
pMtOTes sant omnes, et grex nnns ostenditor, qui ab apos- 
tolis omnibos onanimi consensione pascator] ut ecclesia 
Christ! una monstrator. Hanc ecclesise nnitatem qui non 
tenet, tenere se fidnm credit ? Qai ecclesias renititur et re- 
ristit [qui cathedram Petri, super quern faadata est ecclesia 
deserit], in ecclesia se esse confiiUt." 

It will hence appear that the passage quoted by my op- 
ponents consists of interpolations. Gieseler asserts they 
»re not to be found in the oldest MSS. Now, these inser- 
tions are the parts on which the Komish claim is based, 
•o far as this passage is concehied. The genuine words 
tllow Cyprian's view " of unity" to be as I have represented 
it. To these sad expedients is the Church of Rome driven 
in support of her claiius. They arc the sure but distressing 
eridences of their conscious untenableness.] 

The 3rd passage which you have quoted from Cyprian, 
ends with the words — " to whom faithlessness cannot have 
access." The inference which you made hence is this — 
that, according to the testimony of this writer, the Church 
of Rome was infallible. 

[This is, perhaps, a suitaUe place for observing, that I 
had, during this discussion, repeatedly asked for, but could 
not obtain, references to the extracts and editions ef the 
writers quoted by my opponents. I subsequently both 
wrote and sent to obtain them, but to no purpose. The 
reason was, perhaps, this, that the quotations were, I be- 
lieve, almost wholly made second hand. With respect to 
the present passage, I had at first understood Mr. Gretton 
to quote it in reference to Pope Stephen ; and, knowing 
what Cyprian's view of this prelate's conduct was, I re- 
quested him to read on, believing that something important 
was suppressed. I had no books of reference with me 
during this discussion, and could only rely on my 
memory. But, having previously noticed an attempt of 
Cardinal Wiseman's, in his Lectures on the Church, to 
mislead the public with regard to the opinions of Cyprian, 
by aflSrming a doctrine to be his, which he certainly did not 
hold, and which neither ho nor his times had even heard of, 
I quoted a passage from Cyprian's letter, directly asserting 
that Pope Stephen w.is deceived, and, therefore, not in- 
fallible. It turned ont, however, that Mr. Gretton had 
quoted from a letter of Cyprian's to Pope Cornelius. The 
passage is, so far as I know, quite genuine ; but the in- 
ference made from it completely contradicts Cyprian's own 
explicit assertion. He never held the Roman Sec to be 
preserved by divine Providencefrom the possibility of being 
deceived, because he expressly asserts the reverse, in the 
case of Pope Stephen ; an<l .as for his jurisdiction, Cyprian 
and the North African Church resisted it without hesitation. 
Now, with respect to the epistle to Cornelius, if any one 
will take the trouble of looking at it, he will see' that 
Cyprian as little held the infallibility and jurisdiction of 
this Pontiff as of the other. Tlie letter is, in part, an . 
expostulation with Cornelius for receiving as ambas- 
sador of the Carthaginian Bishop, Fortunatus, a per- 
son (Felicissiraus) who had been cxcommuuicated. He 
exhorts the Pope to be firm, and not to fear the 
threats of wicked men ; he very clearly intimates that 
the Pontiff had no right to interfere in the mat- 
ter. " The cause had been already decided, and judg- 
ment already passed where the crime iiad been committed. 
The opinions of bishops should not bo diflferent. Christ 
says, let your discourse be yea, yea." The Roman Pontiff 
was not to alter the judgment already passed by another 
Church. Hence, it is very certain tliat Cyprian held not 
the infallibility, or admitted the supreme jurisdiction of 
Pope Cornelius. The passage, " to whom perfidy cannot 
have access," plainly means this — that the Cliurch, whose 
faith was praised by Paul, should be so mindful of its high 
character, as, by its foresight and wisdom, to preclude the 
hope of evil men to deceive by perfidy. That Cyprian did 
not mean to say more, or, that in point of fact, the Itoman 
See was so secured, is plain ; for he expressly says, that 
perfidy did get access, and did prevail.] 

The last argument you allege from Cyprian is, that 
" he calls the Church of Rome the root and matri.x of the 
Catholic Church." In any literal sense this is plainly 
untrue, since other apostolic Churches were founded, 
so far as we know, before the Church of Rome. The 
term on which you base your argument was com- 
monly applied to apostolic Churches. And the second 
Council of Constantinople justly styles the Church of Jeru- 
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Comforter, and the gloriotis prerogatives of that pillar of 
truth, of which they were to be the first supporters. " I 
will ask the Father," said He, " and he will give you 
another Comforter, that He may abide with you for ever, 
the Spirit of Truth, whom the world caimot receive." — 
John xiv. 16, and a portion of verse 17. He then sub- 
joins (v. 26) the nature and end of this divine mission — 
" The Comforter, the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he will teach you all things, and bring 
all things to your mind, whatsoever I shall have said to 
you." in the continuation of His address (xvi, 13) the 
same promise is repeated — " But when He, the Spirit of 
Truth, is come, he will teach you all truth." 

It is almost trifling with common sense to set about 
reasoning on these evident testimonies. Christ promises 
the descent of a Comforter ; the promise was fulfilled on 
Whit-Sunday. He further promises that this Divine 
Spirit of Truth should abide with them for ever, should 
teach them all things, and lead them into all truth. Who 
shall dare to doubt but that this second part of the pro- 
raise has also been fulfilled in every age since the days of 
the Apostles ? What was the end or nature for which the 
promise was delivered ? To guide the Apostles and their 
successors for ever into all truth. For has not the Church, 
in every age, required the perpetual assistance of the 
Director of Truth, as well as in the Apostolic 
times? And if it were necessary for them who had 
imbibed the true faith from the mouth, and in the school 
of Jesus himself, how much more so must it not be for the 
faithful in every succeeding age ? Therefore, it is clear 
that the unlimited and unconditional promise of Christ 
could never become void, whilst the only cause for which 
it was made still existed in all its force ; and hence Ho 
has promised that the Spirit of Truth should for ever 
remain with the Church, conducting her into all truth. 
That this was His meaning will be further proved from the 
next Scriptural argument in support of her iufullibility, 
which you shall have next month. 

I remain, sir, your humble servant, 

Wii,LiA.M RornKE. 

Before any argument can bo founded, for the infallibility 
of the present Church, on the passiige from St. John 
quoted by Mr. Rourkc, it is necessary to prove that it is 
addressed, not to the Apostles merely, but to the Church 
of every age. Now, let us look at the context. We find 
our Lord saying — " These things I h.ave spoken unto you, 
being present with you.'" — ^xiv. 25. " The Comforter shall 
teach you all things, and bring all tkinijs to your remem- 
brance, wh.atsocver I have told you." — xiv. 2G. " I go 
away, and come again to you." — xiv. 29. " I h.ave told 
yon before it came to pass.'' — xiv. '2S. " You have been 
with me from the beginning." — xv. 27. " Tliesc things f 
have told you, thiit when the time shall come you uiay 
remember that X told you of th(Mu. And these things I 
said not uuto yo;i at the h-;siuiunu^, bccausj I iva.s with 
you." — xvi. 4. " I have numy lliing-f to say uulii you, 
but you cannot bear thcni now.'' — xvi. 12. Is it not ovi- ! 



a general council (see examinatioa before Houa« of 
Lords, April 21, 18'25), and the assertion, or rathar 
insinuation, of Milner (" End of Controversy," page 
124J, that it was only directed against persons who, 
oa accoant of their crimes, deserv^ such treatment. 

There are several friends of mine who would, I 
imagine, be led to doabc the infallibility of the Roman 
Catholic Church if doctrines so contrary to those which 
Christianity teaches were clearly shown to have been 
decided upon by an QScumenical Council. 

I would also wish to direct your attention to th« 
statements made by Dr. Dixon, relating to the Apo- 
crypha ; they appear to me to be exceedingly absurd ; 
and I consider it would be well if you would devote 
some of the space in your journal to answering them, 
as they are put forward by a person of such a higU 
station in the Roman Catholic Church. 

Trusting that you will persevere in the good work io 
which you are engaged, 

I remain, Sir, 

Yours, sincerely, 

A PftOTESTANT. 

3rd February, 1855. 

We thank our correspondent for calling our attention to 
a very important subject, on which we will endeavour to 
satisfy him. 

We admit that Roman Catholics are excusable, in some 
cases, for being puzzled to know what are, and what ara 
not, general councils. 

Roman Catholics are bound, indeed, by the creed of PopO 
Pius IV., to believe, as matters of faith, and necessary to 
salvation, all that the general coimcils have dclinc<l ," but 
their Church has not given them any authorized list of 
general councils, nor any means of knowing how mang 
general councils there .arc. On this subject we refer to an 
article in our number (or October, 1853, vol. ii., p. 116. 

At the same time, there are some councils which the 
Church of Rome has declared to be general councils, 
which no one may venture to deny. The Council of 
Trent is an instance of this, and so is the Fourth Council 
of Latcran, which decreed the extermination of heretics. 
And it has often struck us with astonishment to see tha 
coolness with which some Roman controversialists will 
deny those very authorities which, by the creed of Popa 
Pius IV., they are bound to believe, whenever the argu- 
ments of Protestants become so strong as to make them 
ashamed of confessing those anthorities before the world. 

We will now proceed to show what claims the Fourth 
Council of Lateran has to be acknowledged as a general 
coimcil of the Church of Rome ; and if any should then 
s.ay they are not bound to receive its decrees, we ask them 
to consider what greater obligation they have to believe in 
the infallibility of the Pope's late decree on the Immacu- 
late Conception. 

The Fourth Council of Latcran was summoned by a 
circular letter of Pupe Innocent III. In L.abbe and Cos- 
sart, vol. xi., rj;t, we have a copy of the letter sent to 
, -„ ,, , , ^ , ,, . , the archbisliop and bishops of the Province of Vienna. In 

dent from all these passages that our Lord was ad.lressmg i tl,at letter the I'ope savs— " Berauso these things concern 
the Apostles themselves, and, m order to comtort them for I the common state of all the faithful, u,s convoke A geve- 
his appro.icinng ilcparturc, promising tlieiii the assistance | ral coun-cii, aecordin- to the ancient custom of tlio holy 
of a i aracleic, whose stay with them should not bo tern- Fathers."* The letter goes on to st«te the purposes for 



the mother of all the Churches in the World.' 
(To be continaed.) 
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ON THE INFALLIBLE CHURCH. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CATHOLIC LATMAlf. 

Sni — I am able to adduce many more passages from the 
Holy and Divine Book in support of the infallibility of the 
Cfaorch, but, as you are so fond of brevity, I will only give 
a few of them in this letter. 

On the eve of our Iiord's passion, in order to wean His 
afflicted Apostles from the sensible delighta of His pre- 
tence, of which they were, in a short time, to be deprived, 
He places before their view the speedy arrival of another 



porary, like the sojourn of onr Lord on earth, but who 
should abide with them always? Through the whole pas- 
sage there is not a .syllable said about the successors of the 
Apostles. If our Lord had meant them, would he not 
have said so, and, at tlie same time, told us who they 
were ? 

The passage cited by Mr. Rourke, when not cut away 
from the context, affords an argument ai/ainst the claims 
of the Church of Rome. Let Mr. Rourke open the pas- 
sage in his Bible, and he will road as follows: — " If ve love 
me, keep ray commandments, and I will ask my Father, 
and he shall give ye another Paraclete, that he may 
.abide with you for ever, even the Spirit of Truth, whom 
the world cannot receive." When the passage is road thus 
entire, it shows clearly that Roman Catholics can have no 
certainty of the decisions of their Church. They cannot 



which this general couiual is called — " For extirpating 
vices and planting virtues, correcting excesses ,and reform- 
ing ujanncrs, for rootimj out hcrc&ieA and confirming the 
faith," &c., &c.t And, for fnll preparation, two years notice 
is given, because " a universal council" could not con- 
veniently be gatherci! quicker. + And the Popo thus speaks 
of the source whence this council originates — •** Believing 
that ibis salutary proposal descends from Him hy whom 
every best ami every perfect gift is given ;"§ refeiTing to 
the Kpistle of St. .James, oh. i., v. 17. 

Then follows a list of those to whom copies of this letter 
were sent, by which, it appears, that sevextt-six copies of 
tliis letter were sent out, each one directed to the archbishop 
anrl bi.shops of a iirovince.|| 

Then follows a letter to the Greek Emperor, calling on 
him to send special ambassadors to the council (col. 126), 



conclude, m virtue of this promise, tliat the Pope is infal- 1 .and a list of twelve other kings of Europe to whom similar 
liblc when he decl ires the doctrines of their Church, unless | letters were sent. Then follow letters to the patriarchs of 
they can be certain that he fullils the condition of the pro- i Alexandria and Jerusalem, also summoning thein to • 
miso — namely, to love God, .and keep his coiiimaiiilments. " " " 



Now, Mr. Rourkc will not deny that many occupants of 
the Roman See were men of tiie world— wmMly, wicke<l, 
carnal, diabolical men — men who, it is expressly stateil 
here, " cannot receive the spirit of truth." From this very 
text, then, we conclude that the Church of Rome can have 
no certainty of the truth of the decrees of such Popes, or 
of the decisions of councils which have been confirmed by 
them, and, therefore, the infallibility of the Church which 
guides herself by such decrees, falls'to the ground. 



FOURTH COUNCIL OF LATERAN, AND PER- 
SECUTION OF HERETICS. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 

Sir— In the Catholic Layman, for February, 1853, 
yon stated that the Lateran Council decreed that tem- 
poral princes should be compelled by the Pope to ex- 
terminate heretics from their dominions. I would feel 
deeply indebted if you would kindly answer such 
objections to the above as you may have heard stated, 
such as the denial of Dr. Doyle that it was a decree of 



general council" (col. 128, 130). 

So this was clearly a summons for a general council of tho 
Church of Rome. 

And the attendance was answerable to the summons. 
No less than lour hundred and twelve bishops, besides 
eight hundred abbots and priors attended. And Pop* 
Innocent himself presided at the council. 

Now, we ask any Roman C.itholic to toll us what was 
wanting here to constitute a general council of the Churcli 
of Rome. 

Can any one show us a list of general councils in any 
Roman Catholic author, in which this Fourth Lateram 



• Ut quia hxc univwsoram ttdelinm communem stitum respiciant, 
fteneralc c mcilium ju:cta prisdm sanctorum patram consaecudiaeia 
couvocemii!' — Ljtbnu and Cosaart, vol. is,, 124. 

t .\d cxtirpiuida vitia, et plsntandaa virtates, c irn^endat ezceastu, 
et rufornMnitds mores, elimindndas hsreaea, ad roborandam fidem, 
4c Vol. U.. 121. 

t Quia Ten) aute biennium, universale non posset coneUiam cwn- 

mode cunj^re^ari, 

} Credentus igitur hoc saliilare propositura ab illo descenders, a qu» 
est omne datum optimilin, et omne doiium pwfecmrn. 

a This whole lUt u givju ia Libbe and Coaart, vol. xL, 1J5, 116. 



